
Site Council 

February 21, 2019 

Meeting Notes 

 

 Attendees 

o Mr. Beickel, Mr. Berg, Ms. Perrine, Ms. Braaksma, Ms. Johnson and 

Ms. Ronalds 

o Mr. Ross and Ms. Ashton were absent. 

 Enrollment Update 

o Mr. Beickel opened the meeting by showing the committee our current 

enrollment and waitlist numbers for next school year.  

o Bridges current enrollments are approximately 50% open enrollment. 

o We currently have eighty-one students on the K-6 waitlist for next school 

year.  Forty-three of those are entering kindergarten. 

 CBAS #3 Data 

o Mr. Beickel showed the committee a bar graph showing how well our 

students performed on the most recent CBAS test compared to other 

schools in the district.  

 VR and 3D Printing Update 

o We showed pictures of students using our new VR and designing 3D 

printable object. 

o Students using the design program Tinker Cad were building buddy 

benches to prepare for the 4th quarter Future Focus Friday event, 

Improve the World Summit.  

o We mentioned how some of the recently printed student projects were 

currently on display in the front office. 

o Ms. Johnson asked which grade levels had used the VR. 

 Sixth grade recently used it while learning about Egypt and fifth 

grade used the AR component to student the human heart.  



 We however discovered that we would need to find a fix for when two 

classes are using these devices at the same time.  Each class was 

able to view the other’s content.  

 Staffing 

o Mr. Beickel announced that after surveying the staff about plans for 

next year, 57 of our 57 staff members are planning to return to Bridges 

for the 2019/2020 school year.   

 STEAM Night 

o STEAM Night is our 3rd quarter Future Focus Friday event.  

Scheduled for this Friday, February 22nd. 

o Prediction for the evening is 100% chance of rain. 

 All activities have been planned to take place indoors.  We have 

allotted space in our gym, cafeteria and upstairs 200 building.  

 To accommodate the food trucks, we have moved our eating area to 

our art room.  There is an exterior door with access to the back 

patio.  

 This year we focused more heavily on what our teachers and grade 

levels to demonstrate the great things our students have been 

learning.  Therefore relied less on community members to display 

STEAM activates.  

 Teacher Driven Observation 

o Mr. Beickel explained how we facilitate the use of teacher driven 

observation. 

 The next scheduled date will be our fourth group this year on March 

4th. 

 We have five groups participating this year.  

 Each group is comprised of teachers from different areas of the 

school. Within the group, some teachers have offered to be 

observed. 



 Teachers meet prior to the TDO date and discuss what each 

participant can help observe. The twenty minutes observation is 

followed by a fifteen-minute post conference.  

 Wednesdays are reserved for this event, so that specials teachers 

are available to help with classroom coverage.   

 The purpose of this program is to allow teachers the opportunity to 

observe and learn from their peers.  This would not be a possibility 

otherwise.  

 Playground Update 

o We explained how a committee had met and developed what we call 

Dreamland. 

 The committee was asked to come up with what they would like to 

see in our updated playground if financing was not a limitation.  

 Next step was to have the vendor tour our school and let us know 

what is possible. 

 After having narrowed the list to the most feasible, we reached out 

to three companies for quotes.  

 We have received one quote and are waiting for two more.  

 Other 

o Ms. Ronalds asked how the single gifted acceleration program would look 

like for fifth graders next year. 

o Mr. Beickel assured her the program will continue, however would 

transition away from a pull out program.  Gifted coached would work 

closely with the classroom teacher.   

o Ms. Ronalds also asked about the waitlist for HPAL. 

o Currently we had a wait list in both fifth and sixth grade HPAL, however 

we do have a couple of openings in our third and fourth grade program. 


